
Teacher Notes –
Tōku Marae

These teacher notes are designed to support 
levels 1 and 2 of Te Aho Arataki Marau mö te 
Ako i Te Reo Mäori – Kura Auraki/Curriculum 
Guidelines for Teaching and Learning Te Reo 
Mäori in English-medium Schools: Years 1–13. 

The proficiency target for curriculum levels 1 and 
2 is described as Te Whakatötanga (Beginning to 
use te reo Mäori).

This book is one of a set of three Ngä Kete Körero 
books originally written for pre-emergent or 
early readers in Mäori-medium settings. These 
teacher notes are designed to support their use 
in English-medium schools at years 1–6.

Tōku Marae       My Marae

Translation

Supporting Te Reo Mäori in English-medium Schools

P. 2 P. 3 P. 4 P. 5

Ko töku marae tënei. He wähi pöwhiri. He wähi whaikörero. He wähi waiata.

This is my marae. A place to welcome. A place to speak. A place to sing.

P. 6 P. 7 P. 8
He wähi hongi. He wähi manaaki. He wähi täkaro hoki.

A place to press noses 
and greet each other.

A place to care. Also, a place to play.



Links to the Curriculum Guidelines 

Whāinga Paetae          Achievement Objective

1.4 Communicate about personal information, such as name, parents’ and grandparents’ names, iwi, 
hapū, mountain, river or home town and place of family origin

1.5 Communicate about location

Possible socio-cultural themes

›› Marae

›› Whanaungatanga (kinship, 
relationships, connections)

Possible topics

›› Whānau, hapū, iwi

›› Origin, identity, location 

Possible text types

›› Pepeha

Ngā Ara Reo          Language Modes

Whakarongo (Listening, L1) 
› Identify the sounds of letters of the Māori alphabet (arapū), letter combinations, 

intonation, and stress patterns 

› Recognise and understand simple, familiar spoken words, phrases, and sentences

Pānui (Reading, L1) 
› Identify letters of the Māori alphabet (arapū), letter combinations, basic written 

language conventions, and simple punctuation 

› Recognise and understand simple, familiar written words, phrases, and sentences

Mātakitaki (Viewing, L1) 
› Interpret meanings that are conveyed in combinations of words and images or 

symbols 

Kōrero (Speaking, L1) 
› Imitate the pronunciation, intonation, stress, and rhythm of Māori words, phrases, 

and sentences

› Respond appropriately to simple, familiar instructions and simple questions

Tuhituhi (Writing, L1) 
› Reproduce letter combinations and punctuation for Māori words, phrases, and 

sentences in familiar contexts

› Write vowels with macrons

› Write simple, familiar words, phrases, and sentences using the conventions of written 
language, such as appropriate spelling and punctuation

Whakaatu (Presenting, L1) 
› Use selected features of visual language to add meaning to simple written or oral text

The story

The story is about a young boy and his older sister explaining what happens on their marae. The sentences 
are simple and repetitive. 

Introducing the book

Before reading (ascertaining prior knowledge) 

In preparation for reading the book, the teacher should become familiar with the following phrases used in 
the story and their meanings. 

Page 2: tōku marae   (my marae) 

Page 3: he wāhi pōwhiri (a place to welcome)

Page 4: he wāhi whaikōrero (a place to speak)

Page 5: he wāhi waiata  (a place to sing)
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Page 6: he wāhi hongi  (a place to press noses and greet each other)

Page 7: he wāhi manaaki (a place to care)

Page 8: he wāhi tākaro  (a place to play)

The teacher could use the big book to introduce this story to students. Look at the cover and then ask the 
students what they think the book is about. The teacher could ask those students who have visited a marae to 
share their experiences by explaining what they heard and did. Some students may not have visited a marae, 
but they can still participate by saying what they know about a marae or about someone they know who 
has been on a marae. 

Write a list of new words that come up during the discussion, for example, “karanga” (call), “kuia” (elderly 
lady), “whaikōrero” (speeches), “koroua” (elderly man), “tuahine” (sister of a male), “tungāne” (brother of a 
female), “waiata” (song), “koha” (gift), and “hākari” (feast). 

Talking about the book (how the teacher might introduce the book)

With the text covered, go through each page and ask the students what they think each illustration is about. 

Reading the book

The teacher could read the book aloud. Students follow as the teacher reads, using fi nger pointing to follow the 
words. The students then repeat the words as the teacher reads each page, paying attention to pronunciation, 
stress, intonation, and rhythm of the sentences. 

Language features – some suggested activities

Matching words to pictures

The teacher makes a copy of the pictures from pages 2 to 8 of the book and randomly attaches each one to 
a board so that students can see them. Using the list of phrases in the book, the students have to match each 
phrase to the corresponding picture. 

Strip story 

Once students have successfully matched the phrases to the randomly arranged pictures, they can arrange 
the story according to the sequence in the book. 

The teacher should take time to discuss the associated sequence of a pōwhiri (welcome) and certain aspects of 
tikanga (protocol), such as karanga, whaikōrero, waiata after speeches, koha, and hākari.

True/false – make it right 

The teacher holds up pictures from the book and describes them using the sentence structure “He wāhi (verb)”, 
for example, “He wāhi waiata”. Students have to determine whether the teacher’s oral description corresponds 
with the picture. If so, they say “Kei te tika” (True). If not, they say “Kei te hē” (False), and they correct the 
statement accordingly. 

Text innovation

The sentence structure “He wāhi (verb)” is a simple yet eff ective way for students to describe diff erent stages 
of the pōwhiri process. They can use this same sentence structure for locating and describing diff erent places 
in the classroom. For example:

He wāhi tākaro.  (A place to play.)

He wāhi pānui.  (A place to read.)

He wāhi peita.   (A place to paint.)

He wāhi noho.   (A place to sit.)

Using this same structure, the students can create appropriate labels for use in the classroom or school and at 
home, for example, “He wāhi kai” (A place to eat) “He wāhi moe” (A place to sleep) “He wāhi noho” (A place to 
sit) “He wāhi pānui” (A place to read).

Extension activities 

The students could write a personalised book about their classroom, school, or home (Tōku Rūma, Tōku Kura, 
or Tōku Kāinga) using phrases such as those used in the book Tōku Marae. 
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Student assessment

Students can monitor their own progress by:

›› keeping a portfolio of their work, including a 
range of spoken, written, and visual language 
work so they can monitor various aspects of their 
language learning as they compare later entries 
with earlier ones (Levels 1–2)

›› discussing the content of their portfolio with the 
teacher or their peers (Levels 1–2)

›› using checklists of success criteria that refl ect 
the achievement objectives, themes, and topics 
at levels 1–2. For example, the checklist might 
include items such as these for this book:

 I can give personal information. 
 (Level 1)

 I can talk about the marae and explain what 
things are done there. 

 (Level 1)

Support resources

Online resources

Te Kete Ipurangi website provides a variety of 
resources relevant to teaching and learning te reo 
Māori in primary and secondary classrooms
(see www.tki.org.nz/e/community/language/maori).

On that website you will fi nd:

›› a teacher resource collection (called Te Whakai-
purangi Rauemi), which includes high-frequency 
vocabulary lists, a grammar progression outline, 
learner and teacher assessment checklists, 
examples of learner goal setting, sample tasks, 
examples of learner strategies, and references to 
materials about language teaching 

 (see http://www.tki.org.nz/r/maori_mainstream/
teacher_resources) 

›› te reo Māori lesson plans that align with the Māori 
language curriculum guidelines, Te Aho Arataki 
Marau mō te Ako i Te Reo Māori

 (see http://www.tki.org.nz/r/maori_mainstream/
lesson_plans)

TEACH ER  N OTES  –  TŌKU MARAE

Copyright © Ministry of Education 2010
First published in 2010 for the Ministry of Education 
by Huia Publishers

39 Pipitea Street, PO Box 17-335
Wellington, Aotearoa New Zealand
Fax 04 4739265
customer.services@huia.co.nz
www.huia.co.nz

›› Ka Mau te Wehi! – a multimedia resource for use 
with year 7–8 students (which includes a waiata 
related to Tōku Marae).

Another useful resource is the Māori Language 
Commission’s site
(see http://www.maorilanguage.net/resources/
index.cfm).

Print resources

Amery, H. First Hundred Words in Māori. Wellington: 
Huia Publishers, 2007.

Amery, H. First Thousand Words in Māori. Wellington: 
Huia Publishers, 2006.

Barlow, Cleve. Tikanga Whakaaro: Key Concepts in 
Māori Culture. South Melbourne, Victoria: Oxford 
University Press, 2001.

Mataira, K. (ed.) A Modern Māori Picture Dictionary. 
He Papakupu Whakaahua mō te Reo Māori o 
Nāianei. Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1997.

Mead, Hirini Moko. Tikanga Māori: Living by Māori 
Values. Wellington: Huia Publishers, 2003.

Ministry of Education. Hei Waiata Hei Whakakoakoa. 
Wellington: 2009.

Ministry of Education. Ka Mau te Wehi! Wellington: 
2007.

Ministry of Education. Kiwi Kids Waiata. Wellington: 
2006. 

Nation, I.S.P. Language Teaching Techniques. 
Wellington: English Language Institute Occasional 
Publication No. 2, 1989.

Tilling, P. First Words in Māori. Ngā Kupu Tuatahi ki 
te Reo Māori. Auckland: Reed Children’s Books, 1998.

This resource and the accompanying books
can be copied for use in New Zealand schools.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 350
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 350
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 550
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Astra Print 2006 \(Ghent PDF Workgroup - 2005 Specifications version3\) \(x1a: 2001 compliant\))
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [14173.229 14173.229]
>> setpagedevice


